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Unknown speaker [00:00:02 - 00:00:38]

Well, that was a very, very intense, intense meeting, and because we're all very curious 

about this travel to this summit in Malaysia. Well, the cable came in, one of the people 

there, a suspected terrorist, had intentions to travel to the U.S. I can't explain why, you 

know, there was a little bit of a development, you know, uh, what happened in 

particular, but it was determined that they did go on to the U.S., that they did travel to 

America. What was the reason? I think they had some sort of operational plan going on 

they didn't want the Bureau to know about.

Richard Clarke [00:00:47 - 00:01:42]

What we did after the Embassy bombings was we came up with an interagency-

approved strategy. Some of that involved CIA, some involved the State Department, 

some involved the Defense Department, some involved the FBI. What I was told by CIA 

at the time was that they were now going to try, for the first time, to get sources on the 

inside. George Tenet followed all of the information about al-Qaeda in microscopic 

detail. He read raw intelligence reports before analysts in the Counterterrorism Center 

did. And he would pick up the phone and call me at 7:30 in the morning to talk about 

them. Cofer Black had a reputation for being hard-charging. You know, most CIA agents 

in those days didn't like to get their fingers dirty.

Richard Clarke [00:01:42 - 00:02:06]

They liked to work under diplomatic cover in embassies and go to cocktail parties. Cofer 

Black had been in the back alleys of Khartoum. And Rich Blee understood how CIA 

worked, because he'd been sitting right next to George Tenet as his aide. They 

understood al-Qaeda was a big threat. They were motivated. And they were really 

trying hard.

Ray Nowosielski- [00:02:17 - 00:02:34]

They only follow Ahmedar al-Hazmi and, and bin Atash out of the meeting. And then 

they lose them in Bangkok.

Unknown speaker [00:02:34 - 00:02:35]

Bangkok.



Richard Clarke [00:02:38 - 00:03:34]

And it's not as I originally thought, which was that one lowly CIA analyst got this 

information and didn't somehow recognize the significance of it. No, 50, 5-0 CIA 

personnel knew about this. You understand the way they update us at the White House 

is every morning I come in, I turn on my computer, and I get 100, 150 CIA reports. I'm 

not relying on somebody calling me and telling me things. You have to intentionally stop 

it. You have to intervene and say, no, I don't want that report to go. And I never got a 

report to that effect. If there was a decision made to stop normal distribution with 

regard to this, this case, then people like Tom Wilshire would have known that.

John Duffy- [00:03:36 - 00:03:56]

Tom Wilshire, as well as Desk Officer Michele, accessed the cable mentioning the UBL 

associates coming to the United States, the March cable, and they also accessed the 

original Malaysian cable about the visa. Multiple times. On these subsequent times, if 

he shook something loose, he had full range of opportunity to alert you.

Richard Clarke [00:03:56 - 00:04:32]

He did, but he wouldn't have to, because unless somebody intervened to stop the 

normal automatic distribution, I would automatically get it. For me, to this day, it is 

inexplicable why, when I had every other detail about everything related to terrorism, 

That the Director didn't tell me, that the Director of the Counterterrorism Center didn't 

tell me, that the other 48 people in CIA who knew about it never mentioned it to me or 

anyone in my staff in a period of over 12 months.

John Duffy- [00:04:32 - 00:04:35]

They were stopped from getting to you and stopped from getting to the White House 

then?

Richard Clarke [00:04:35 - 00:04:45]

And stopped from getting to the FBI and the Defense Department. We therefore 

conclude that there was a high-level decision in the CIA Ordering people not to share 

that information.

Ray Nowosielski- [00:04:46 - 00:04:47]

How high-level?



Richard Clarke [00:04:47 - 00:05:54]

I think it would have to be made by the Director. You gotta understand my relationship 

with him. We were close friends. He called me several times a day. We shared the most 

trivial of information with each other. There was not a lack of information sharing. They 

told us everything except this. Here they are in the NSC advisor's office trying to make 

their best guess But in trying to make this persuasive case, they never once mentioned 

that already 2 al-Qaeda terrorists known to be involved in the Kuala Lumpur planning 

center had entered the United States.

Richard Clarke [00:05:55 - 00:06:55]

Why don't you trot out what is the most persuasive piece of evidence you've got? These 

guys are already in the country. They're not here to go look at the Grand Canyon. The 

people who were doing that briefing knew that fact and didn't trot it out. So you ask 

yourself, why not? I have thought about this a lot, and there's only one conceivable 

reason that I've been able to come up with. Now, there may be other reasons, but I've 

only been able to come up with one. When Cofer Black became the head of the 

Counterterrorism Center at CIA, he was aghast that they had no sources in al-Qaeda. 

So, he told me, I'm gonna try to get sources in al-Qaeda. I can understand them 

possibly saying, we need to develop sources inside al-Qaeda.

Richard Clarke [00:06:56 - 00:08:17]

When we do that, we can't tell anybody about it. And I can understand them, perhaps, 

seeing these 2 guys show up in the United States and thinking, aha, this is our chance 

to flip them. This is our chance to get guys inside al-Qaeda, and to do that, we can't tell 

anybody outside CIA until we got them, until they're really giving us information. If they 

tell the FBI, the FBI can say, no, this is in the United States, we want him, he's going to 

become an FBI source, and we'll botch it. Let's instead— we'll flip them, then we'll get 

them to leave the United States and go back home, and they'll be our source, and we'll 

never have to worry about it. So we do know that these 2 guys show up in Southern 

California, and pretty soon thereafter, they're approached by a Saudi. We know the 

Saudi reaches out, meets them in a restaurant, arranges housing for them, arranges 

payment to them. To them, arranges to move them to San Diego.



Richard Clarke [00:08:17 - 00:09:22]

And that Saudi has connections to the Saudi government, and some people believe that 

guy was a Saudi intelligence officer. If we assume, for the sake of argument, that the 

Saudi intelligence guy in Southern California was the handler for these 2, then 

presumably he would have been reporting. to the CIA Los Angeles station. There was a 

strong relationship between the CIA director and the Minister of Intelligence in Saudi 

Arabia. After that, the trail goes cold about what conceivable Saudi intelligence or CIA 

contact with them occurred. You know, one thing that happens in agent recruitment Is 

we think we've recruited the agent, but then later we discover that they're playing us. 

Here's a double agent, and at some point, CIA realizes that. That's possible.

John Duffy- [00:09:24 - 00:09:26]

How long do you think it would take them to decide this isn't working?

Richard Clarke [00:09:28 - 00:10:11]

I don't know. I do know in August of 2001, they decided They decide they're going to 

tell the FBI. And there's no obvious reason in the record why for 15, 16 months they 

decide not to tell the FBI, and then one day they wake up and say they're going to tell 

the FBI. Ask yourself why. On September 4th, after they've told the FBI but not told 

senior levels of the FBI, why not raise it in the September 4th principals meeting?

Ray Nowosielski- [00:10:12 - 00:10:14]

I mean, if I ask myself that, I don't—

Richard Clarke [00:10:14 - 00:10:54]

There's a very obvious answer. What am I going to say? I know, I know how all this stuff 

works. I've been working it for 30 years. You can't snowball me on this stuff. If they 

announce on September 4th in the principals meeting that these guys are in the United 

States and they told the FBI a few weeks ago, I'm gonna say, wait, time out. How long 

have you known this? Why haven't you reported it at the daily threat meetings? Why 

isn't it in the daily threat matrix? We would have begun an investigation that day into 

CIA malfeasance and misfeasance. That's why we're not informed.

John Duffy- [00:10:56 - 00:10:59]

So they put their own asses above national security.



Richard Clarke [00:10:59 - 00:11:15]

If you believe all of this, hell, I can't prove this. I have a set of facts. I'm trying to make 

sense of those facts, and I'm trying to come up with an explanation as to why those 

facts that we know are true occurred.

Song Lyrics [00:11:17 - 00:11:28]

In the tower above the earth. There is a view that reaches far.

Richard Clarke [00:11:30 - 00:12:04]

And by the way, if they had, even as late as September 4th, told me, we would have 

conducted a massive sweep. We would have conducted it publicly. We would have 

found those assholes.There's no doubt in my mind. even with only a week left. They 

were using credit cards in their own names. They were staying in the Charles Hotel in 

Harvard Square, for heaven's sake. We would have found them. If we'd taken those 

pictures and put them out on the AP wire, those guys would have been arrested within 

24 hours.

John Duffy- [00:12:06 - 00:12:11]

Have you asked George Tenet or Cofer Black or Richard Blee about any of this after the 

fact?

Richard Clarke [00:12:12 - 00:12:12]

No.

Ray Nowosielski- [00:12:13 - 00:12:15]

the facts dripped out to you over time?

Ray Nowosielski- [00:12:15 - 00:12:17]

time, right, over these investigations, and then you started to see.

Richard Clarke [00:12:17 - 00:12:17]

Yeah. Took a while



John Duffy- [00:12:19 - 00:12:21]

And so you've never approached them and said, what's the deal?

Ray Nowosielski- [00:12:22 - 00:12:23]

You used to be kind of buddies with Tenet, right?

Richard Clarke [00:12:24 - 00:12:42]

Look at it this way. They've been able to get through a joint House investigation 

committee and get through the 9/11 Commission, and this has never come out. They 

got away with it. They're not going to tell you, even if you waterboard them.

Song Lyrics [00:12:44 - 00:12:47]

In the tower above the earth.


